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The Symposium on Women’s Participation and Leadership in Disaster Risk Reduction and Reconstruction — Towards the 3rd UN World Conference on

Disaster Risk Reduction was held on December 3, 2014, in Fukushima City. The event attracted approximately 150 participants from across Japan.
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Yuki Matsuoka, the Head of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) Office in Japan, delivered a keynote
speech titled “Global Efforts on Disaster Risk Reduction: Hyogo Framework for Action and Discussions towards its Successor Framework.”

This speech highlighted the importance of active participation by women in disaster risk reduction planning and decision making. The
recognition to women as a powerful actor, rather than women as only a vulnerable group, has been increased since the adoption of the Hyogo
Framework for Action 2005-2015 (the comprehensive guideline for building resilience to disasters, adopted at the 2nd World Conference on
Disaster Reduction in 2005). She also stressed that the theme of women’s leadership in DRR will be taken up in one of the main sessions at the
3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR).
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A five-member panel discussion, titled “Experiences and Lessons Learned from Past Disaster Responses — From a Gender Equality
Perspective,” was held with Kobe Gakuin University professor Keiko Kiyohara as the moderator.

The participants shared views with the audience members that although images of disasters vary according to each disaster and the region in
which it occurs, what is commonly needed is the empowerment of locals (both men and women), and the lateral expansion of networks.
Additionally, training and capacity building are essential for women to play active roles as leaders.

YL —pM—7% « B (Public discussion and Exhibition)

DL—h—77TR, EFEB) AEERXERYNT—IDFAHEES A FEB) AUV Y AZADNEREF S A THERS A,
SESDFRAVNZ— kiR DEFHBIAIC. RAFTKEXDEBRPZORDFEFICOVWTHFE ZWIEER UL,

BRI 5 12 BEDBSIMULE Ul BEOFEEIRERZ X ER/ \RILVTBA VD ARRIEEICHEVD T LHMER L
BEDEDDIRAN) —PEREHFFHIIRTERUCIEERZBRUCD IRLABHIRD S HRIFTEE 2 —DDRIG THERTE
SEEBHEZERDE U,

The public discussion featured Yoshie Kaneko, Ishinomaki Revival Support Network, Ayako Ogasawara and Sakae Chida, Caritas Kamaishi, and
Mizuho Sugeno, Kibounotane Company. They discussed their experiences in the wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent actions.

The exhibition, attended by twelve organizations, showcased large panels describing their activities, colorful tapestries produced by disaster
victims living in temporary housing, and the emergency food used during evacuation shelter training. The event provided a valuable opportunity to
experience a variety of activities from different regions in a single location.

HiE#EE (Keynote speech)

JCXJLTF 4 A H w3y (Panel Discussion)

B - YL—Kk—% (Exhibition and Public discussion)




