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Kofi Annan 
United Nations Secretary General 1997-2006

Angela Merkel
Chancellor of Germany 

Hillary Clinton
Former United States Secretary of State 

“By meeting at the Women in 
Parliaments Global Forum you are 
strengthening important networks 
and highlighting the benefits of 
women’s participation”

“Via WIP Parliamentarians from 
across the globe are given a 
platform in order to exchange, 
to discuss common solutions to 
global problems and at the same 
time support each other”

“I am so delighted that the 
Women in Parliaments Global 
Forum is bringing together female 
Parliamentarians so that we can 
work to expand your influence 
and increase your numbers” 
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Muhammad Yunus 
Founder of Grameen Bank and Foundation, 
Recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize

Viviane Reding
Member of the European Parliament, 
Vice President of the European 
Commission (2010-2014), 
European Commissioner (1999-2014)  

Michelle Bachelet
President of the Republic of Chile (2006-2010; 
2014-Present) 
Executive Director of UN Women (2010-2014) 

“WIP is a very powerful body of 
women who are dedicated to 
changing the lives of women 
forever”

“Women in Parliaments has 
been a model in our European 
Parliament and you have made 
a real breakthrough, that’s a 
historical one, it is going to be 
the first ever done and others will 
follow”

“WIP Summits complement and 
reinforce the job that the UN and 
other institutions fight for, to 
build a better world that is more 
inclusive and where we all can 
prosper”
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Women are underrepresented in decision-making positions. Today, almost 
80% of Parliamentarians are men. WIP aims to see greater gender balance 
in politics, reflecting the diversity of our societies.

WIP MISSION
WIP Is the global netWork of female PolItIcIans, actIve on the natIonal level

1990

12,7% 17% 18,5% 18,8% 20,8% 22,2% 22,7%

87,3% 83% 81,5% 81,2% 79,2% 77,8% 77,3%

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016
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WIP NetWORK

9000 female ParlIamentarIans 
WIP reaches out to all female Parliamentarians who 
are working on a national level. Female politicians 
from more than 130 countries have engaged in WIP 
activities.  
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WIP NetWORK

WIP global advIsory board 
Outstanding political leaders 
and influential personalities 
have endorsed the WIP Mission 
Statement by becoming 
Members of the WIP Advisory 
Board. They oversee and 
provide guidance for WIP 
initiatives.   

Zainab Bangura

Mo Ibrahim

Olli Rhen

José Manuel
Barroso

Jeni Klugman

Peter SutherlandUschi Schreiber

Kathy CalvinIrina Bokova

Pascal Lamy

Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir

Ertharin Cousin

Denis Mukwege

Laura Tyson

Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma

Jody Williams

Benita Ferrero-
Waldner

Ana Palacio

Abdulaziz Othman 
Altwaijri

Muhammad Yunus

Jane Goodall

Lakshmi Puri

Saadia Zahidi

Rebeca Grynspan

Sheika H.R. Al Khalifa

Tarja Halonen

Viviane Reding

Laura Liswood
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WIP NetWORK

WIP executIve board
The WIP Executive Board provides guidance for all the WIP activities in 
different national Parliaments. The Board also coordinates the network  
of WIP Ambassadors and the WIP Working Councils.

loren legarda
Member of the Senate 

of the Philippines. She is 
the Chair of the Senate 
Committees on Finance 

and Climate Change.

linda lanzillotta
Vice-President of the 

Italian Senate. She 
was the Minister for 

regional affairs and local 
communities between 

2006 and 2008.

hanna birna  
kristjánsdóttir

Member of the Parliament 
of Iceland. She is the Chair 

of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. She was 

the Minister of Interior 
and the Mayor from 
Reykjavík. She is the 

Chair of the WIP Executive 
Board.

lucero saldaña
Member of the LXII 

Legislature of the Mexican 
Senate, President of the 
Commission of Foreign

 Affairs and non-
governmental 
organisations

silvana koch-mehrin
Founder of the Women 
in Parliaments Global 

Forum (WIP) and former 
Vice-President of the 

European Parliament.

donatille mukabalisa 
Speaker of the 

Parliament of Rwanda



  @WIPGlobalForum

  /WIPGlobalForum
www.womeninparliaments.org
mail@womeninparliaments.org 

WIP NetWORK

WIP country ambassadors 
WIP has established strong and direct cooperation with many Parliaments 
worldwide. The WIP Country Ambassadors are core to the activities of WIP. 
WIP Ambassadors are senior Members of Parliament, which are appointed as 
Ambassador by the President of a Parliament.  
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WIP NetWORK

WIP Partners 
The Women in Parliaments Global Forum (WIP) is supported by a variety of non-
governmental organisations, foundations, institutions and other civil society actors, which 
are valuable contributions to WIP’s mission. These communities bring expertise from a 
wide range of fields to collaborate together with the Women in Parliaments Global Forum 
as the elected societal leaders, on finding and advocating solutions to global challenges. 
We are grateful for their generous support.  

GOVERNMENTAL PARTNERS

ACADEMIC PARTNERS

NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

NON GOVERNMENTAL PARTNERS
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councIl of Women World leaders
the council of Women World leaders (cWWl) is the only network of current and 
former women prime ministers and presidents. It was established in 1996 by Vigdís 
Finnbogadóttir, President of Iceland (1980-1996) and the first woman in the world to be 
democratically elected president, Mary Robinson, the President of Ireland (1990-1997) 
and Laura Liswood, the Secretary General of CWWL. The Council is currently chaired by 
the President of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaite. WIP is honoured to be partnering with this 
network of glass ceiling crushers and role models.

WIP NetWORK
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WIP SuMMItS 

2013
Wip inaugural Summit 
at the european parliament 

2014
Wip Summit in rwanda

2015
Wip Summit in mexico 2015

Wip global Summit 2015 at the 
african Union commission 

2016 
Wip Summit in Jordan 

2014
Wip Study Trip to iceland
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WIP eVeNtS WORldWIde

belgium
france

switzerland

Italy 

united kingdom

brazil

morocco

rwanda

china

serbia

Philippinesethiopia

azerbaijan

united states

mexico

Iceland

Jordan 
Israel

estonia

azerbaIJan
• WIP at the III Global Baku Forum on Shared 

Societies, 2015

belgIum 
• WIP session at the Crans Montana Forum, 2014 

& 2015
• Round Table on World Bank’s Report on 

Women, Business and the Law 2015 & 2016
• WIP Study Report, European Parliament, 2016

brazIl
• WIP Latin America Reunion, 2014

chIna
• APEC Women Leaders Lunch, 2014

estonIa
• WIP at the Women in Politics Seminar, 2016

ethIoPIa
• WIP at the Third International Conference, 

2015
• African Union Gender Pre-Summit, 2016

france
• WIP at the OECD Global Parliamentary Days, 

2015
• WIP at the OECD Forum, 2015
• WIP at the OECD Global Parliamentary 

Network Meeting, 2015
• WIP at the COP21, 2015
• WIP at the OECD Parliamentary Network 

Meeting, 2016

Italy
• WIP at the EXPO Milan, 2015

Israel
• Women in Defence Round Table, Knesset

mexIco
• WIP Study Report, Senate of Mexico

morocco
• WIP Session on Women in Parliaments in 

Islamic Society, 2014

Peru
• WIP at the APEC Leaders Summit

PhIlIPPInes
• APEC Women Leaders Breakfast, 2015

serbIa
• WIP at the Conference of female MPs from 

South East Europe, 2015

sWItzerland
• WIP at the WEF Annual Meeting, 2015 & 2016

unIted states
• WIP at the World Bank/IMF Annual Meeting, 

2014 & 2015
• WIP at the Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW59), 2015
•  WIP at UN High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), 

2015
•  WIP at the UN General Assembly, 2015
• WIP at the UNGA, 2016

unIted kIngdom
•  Trust Women Conference, 2014
• Presentation of the WIP-World Bank  

Study, 2015

Peru



  @WIPGlobalForum

  /WIPGlobalForum
www.womeninparliaments.org
mail@womeninparliaments.org 

CHARLES MICHEL
Prime Minister of Belgium

“ We need more Women in Parliaments and as 
political leaders because it’s unthinkable to have 

democracies without our mothers, our wives and our 
daughters. Politics is at the service of society. That’s 

why it has to reflect this perfectly. Women and men 
are alike.”

ENRIqUE PEñA NIETO 
President of Mexico

“Necesitamos más mujeres en los parlamentos y como líderes 
políticas, porque lograr la paridad de género en los congresos se reflejará 

en una mayor igualdad entre mujeres y hombres en todos los ámbitos, 
sectores y actividades de las sociedades. 

Construir un mundo más equilibrado y justo, donde el género no sea 
causa de exclusión ni discriminación, es responsabilidad de todos. 

Como Presidente de México, me siento orgulloso de que gracias 
a la Reforma Política-Electoral que concretamos en 2014, que 

obliga a los partidos políticos a garantizar la mitad de sus 
candidaturas para las mujeres, hoy ellas son el 42% de los 

representantes populares en la Cámara de Diputados. 

Debemos seguir trabajando para que las mujeres se 
consoliden como agentes de cambio y desarrollo, y 

que su liderazgo se traduzca en mejores condiciones 
de vida para toda la humanidad. ”

ARTHUR PETER MUTHARIKA
President of the Republic
of Malawi

“ We need more Women in Parliaments and as 
political leaders because women are the key agents 

of sustainable economic development. When they 
are politically empowered and given the chance to 

exercise their rights, become leaders or make use of 
educational and employment opportunities, it is 

obvious that economies grow. It is for this reason 
that I commit myself to promoting our women’s 

capabilities, talents and energy.”

WIP AdVOCACY 

WIP Advocacy work aims to raise awareness and lift topics on the global 
agenda. WIP brings female Parliamentarians, WIP partners and WIP 
supporters together to encourage the changes necessary to achieve gender 
equality in politics.

PASt CuRReNt

WIP Leadership Campaign 

uPCOMINg

Girls in Parliament WIP call for strengthening
women’s participation in 

peace processes 

Women in Parliaments 
#makeithappen 

campaign 
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WIP AWARdS 

WIP believes that best practice 
examples are most convincing and 
can serve to encourage others. Based 
on the ranking of the World Economic 
Forum’s global gender gap Report 
resulting from the collaboration 
between the Harvard University and 
University of California, Berkeley, 
and the Inter Parliamentary Union‘s 
ranking of Women in Politics, the 
WIP Awards recognise countries 
for their political empowerment of 
women and countries which show 
regional leadership in closing the 
gender gap.



  @WIPGlobalForum

  /WIPGlobalForum
www.womeninparliaments.org
mail@womeninparliaments.org 

WIP AWARdS 

• Political empowerment
• closing the gender gap (by region) 
• achievements in closing the gender gap in the arab World
• lifetime achievements in female Political empowerment

WIP awards in the categories of:

WIP Awards Ceremony at the WIP Inaugural Summit, 2013, 
European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium.

Vigdís Finnbogadóttir, the first woman in the world to 
be democratically elected Head of State, received the 
“WIP Award for Lifetime Achievements in Female Political 
Empowerment” during the WIP Study Trip to Iceland in 2014.
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WIP StudIeS

WIP aims to build knowledge about the current situation of female politicians
by highlighting data and evidence that that can support the advocacy for
policy changes.

CuRReNt

the Female 
Political Career 

WIP-Facebook-Harvard, 
study on the use of social 

media by women in politics



Launch of the WIP 
Working Council on 
Disaster Risk Reduction, 
October 2015, Mexico
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WIP POlICY WORK
WIP WorkIng councIls

WIP strengthens the cooperation between 
female Parliamentarians in a variety of policy 
areas. The in-depth knowledge in a certain 
policy area is guaranteed by partnering with 
a Specialised international institution.

WIP Working Councils are created to address 
current topics in the global arena. They 
consist of select female MPs and invited 
experts from business, institutions and 
academia. Members of the WIP Working 
Councils meet several times a year to discuss 
ideas, exchange best practices, explore 
possibilities for a concrete political action 
and analyse steps undertaken.
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WIP FOuNdAtION BOARd

hanna birna  
kristjánsdóttir

 Member of the Parliament 
of Iceland. She is the Chair 

of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. She was 

the Minister of Interior and 
the Mayor from Reykjavík. 
She is the Chair of the WIP 

Executive Board.

stephanie michel
Stephanie Michel is Legal 
Counsel at WIP. She runs 
the legal department of 

WIP. She is a Professor at 
the University of Hannover, 
Germany, her home country 

She previously managed 
the German association of 
notaries and worked many 

years as a solicitor.

Patrick stach
Attorney-at-law and public 

notary; member of the 
board of governors of the 

University of St. Gallen and 
of the board of directors 
of multiple international 
companies, such as BHF 

Bank (Schweiz) AG.

silvana koch-mehrin
Founder of the Women in 
Parliaments Global Forum 

(WIP) and former Vice-
President of the European 

Parliament.
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WIP teAM

alexandra rosén  
Senior Director

andrea garnero  
Policy Advisor

aretha francis 
Communications and 

Advocacy Manager

claudine hitimana  
Project Manager

erik boman  
Accountant

Jarka chloupková  
Special Senior Advisor

kholoud Wattar kassem 
 MENA Coordinator

narod haroutunian 
Policy Manager

Pamela rodríguez 
Regional Manager  
for Latin America

Patrick moloney 
 Project Manager

rick zedník 
CEO

suenia lagares 
Executive Assistant  

and Database Manager

thomas fillis  
Policy Advisor
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