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Outcome of the Afghan Women’s National Consultation
.- Kabul, Afghanistan
" 8 March 2002-03-08

After 23 years, we Afghan women fmlﬂs provinces and Kabul city gathered for a histori¢ meeting to-
discuss our role and contribution in tiisirebuilding of our homeland: The objectives of the three-day -

meeting, which concluded yesterday; Was to develop a common platform of action to restore ous rights, -

r.. pHA

and to effectively contribute to the ré¢pastruction process, This consultation meeting, was organized by
JNIFEM in collaboration with UN Habitat, ILO, UNESCO,

the Ministry of Women's Affairs and T
UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA.

The plan of action provides a guidiﬁéfﬁ?jhework for the ministries and other relevant national and »
international organizations. We the Afghan women commit ourselves to the foliowing key principles:

*  We adhere to Islamic values 'andi;'tﬁ%_’:Afghan culture and will trive to restore our rights within this
- framework. - ' ‘

* ' Asrepresentatives of over 50% ofihie population, we commit-ourselves to work together ift solidarity
with our Afghan brothers in the réliabilitation of our country, Tegardless of ethnicity, religion ar ©
language. C T ’

* * We can and we wish to contributé g
government including, legal and cofistitutional mechanisms;

*  We announce our solidarity with’ wf’;Ministry of Women’s Affairs and-affirm that this is the first -
positive development in support ofiAfghan women.. A '

Il aspects of the political and admiinistrative processes, of the -

To reach our vision and to fully particigate in the rehabilitation of Afghanistan, we need support from an

parties, nationally and internationally; #We urge our government and the intérnational community to

Establish security and disarm warring tactions under the auspjces of peacekeeping forces.
Install legal processes and transpa "’ét mechanisms for the establishment of the Loyia firga and to.
+ support women’s full participation: 1 elections. = : ‘ '

* ' Ensure a minimum of 25% representation of women in the Loyia Jirga.
Establish an inter-ministerial cozﬂ_r:l:j_{i:-’;sion for tho advancemerit.of women. ‘

* Assume responsibilities throughoutithe ministrics in maintainitig women’s rights and develop
wonten’s capacity. and skills. . o

e " Extend the Women’s Affairs at theéjfégional level. | : R
Provide sustainable and long-termlifiternational support for Afghan women’s development i the

areas of economics, education, health, business and other esseritial sectors,

The Afghan women and girls who havé&been the worst victims of war also represent a most valugble " ..
resource in the reconstruction of Afghshistan. To fully realize this:potential; we must hamness the efiengy
and commitment of every person, insﬁiﬁﬁion and organization in the country. We urge the international’
community to coordinate its actions'ﬁi’(g’ﬁiiaring information, devéloping mutually supportive programs:
Above all, we Afghans must be in thé?'cﬁ‘é@ving seat and all reconstruction activities must inclede ;. _
consultation and participation with Afghans at the local and national level. We rely on ourselves, Afghati
men and women, including the Dlaspaﬁa, to'join forces in bring -p'ééce'and prosperity to our homeland.



