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Public Opinion survey concerning gender equality  

Let me ask you about the status of gender equality 

Q１[to All]We would like your opinion of the treatment received by men and women with 

respect to the items that I will read to you.(Hand respondent card 1) Which of the phrases 

on this card best describes your opinion? (First, ask item A,)(Then, ask about items B—F) 

[CARD１][SA for each item] 
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A In family life → 1 2 3 4 5 6 
B At work → 1 2 3 4 5 6 
C At school → 1 2 3 4 5 6 
D In politics and political 

activities 
→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

E Under laws and in the court 
system 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

F With respect to the customs, 
practices and ideas of today’s 
society.  

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Q2[to All]Do you think men and women are treated equally in society as a whole?  Please 

select one answer from this card that best describes your opinion.[Card 1][ＳＡ] 

1. Men are treated much more favorably 
2. Men are treated somewhat more favorably 
3. Treated equally 
4. Women are treated somewhat more favorably 
5. Women are treated much more favorably 
6. Don’t know 

Q3[to All] Which one of the methods written on this card do you feel is the most effective 

way of ensuring gender equality in society? [Card2][ＳＡ] 
1. Enacting laws that would make all forms of gender discrimination illegal 
2. Eliminating of gender discrimination and bias against women from the customs , practices 

and ideas of people 
3. Women should try to improve their position by obtaining greater skills and knowledge and 

becoming economically independent 
4. Enriching the facilities and services that encourage women to be involved more actively in  

society.   
5. Establishment of rules by which government and companies must employ a given 

proportion of women to important positions.    
6 .   O t h e r  ( E x p l a i n                                                                   ) 
7. Don’t know 
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Let me ask you about your work 

 

Q4 [to All] Let me know your occupation. If you have more than 1 job, please focus on MAIN 

job. (If you are on maternity leave or on child-care leave right now, please also consider 

yourself as working.) [FA] 
 
 

 

Q4-1 [to All]Which one category on this card best describes your occupation? [Card 3][SA] 

 
Self-employed Employed in 

enterprise owned by 
own family 

Employee Don’t work 

1. Agriculture, 
Forestry, 
Fisheries 

2. Commerce, 
Manufacture, 
Service 

3. Profession 
4. Other (        ) 

5. Agriculture, 
Forestry, 
Fisheries 

6. Commerce, 
Manufacture, 
Service 

7. Profession 
8. Other (        ) 

9. Executive or 
manager 

10. Technician 
11. Clerk 
12. Salesperson, 

Production 
worker, 
Transportation 
industry worker 

13. Other (        ) 

14. Househusband, 
Housewife 

15. Student 
16. Temporally 

unemployed 
17. Retired 
18. Other(       ) 
 

 

Q9 

 

Q5  [Q4-1=1-13（＝all who are working）] Is this a full-time or a part-time job? [SA] 

       

1. Full-time 

2. Part-time 

3. Other（E x p l a i n                                            ） 

4. Don’t know 

 

Q6  [Q4-1=1-13（＝all who are working）] 

(1) How many hours do you work for pay in an average week, not counting lunch hours and 

breaks? ※If you have more than one job, please add the total hours of all jobs. [RN]  

    (2)On average, how many days a week do you work? [RN]  

                                                                    
(1)    hours／week (2)   days／week 
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Q7  [Q4-1=1～13(all who are working)]  

On this card, we have listed some of the reasons why people work. Which reason, or 

reasons, on this card, best describes why you are working?[Card４][MA] 

 
1. To support my living 
2. To supplement my family income 
3. To pay back a loan  
4. To save for education  
5. To save for the future  
6. To earn money used for myself as I like 
7. To obtain a life worth living  
8. To make full use of my talent or skills  
9. To enlarge my outlook and acquaintance   
10. To contribute to society  
11. Because I like working  
12. Because it is only natural for me to work 
13. Because I have enough time for work  
14. Because my work is my family business 
15. O t h e r  ( E x p l a i n                                ) 
16. No particular reason 

17. Don’t know 

 

Q８  [Q4-1=1～13 (＝All who are working)] 

      Do you feel that you have been affected by any sex discrimination at your work place?[SA] 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Don’t  know 

 

Q８-1  [Q８=1(=“feels discrimination”] 

Which of the problems listed on this card are the most important ones at your work place? 

Please choose a maximum of two answers. 

[Card５][２LＡ] 
1. Discrimination in pay 
2. Discrimination in promotion 
3. Women’s abilities are not properly evaluated 
4. Women are not permitted to do meaningful work 
5. Women are not permitted to hold executive or managerial positions 
6. Women are urged to quit when they get married or when they have  babies 
7. Women are urged to retire earlier than men 
8. Women have less opportunity for education or vocational training. 
9.  Other（E x p l a i n                                                 ） 

10.  Don’t know 
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Q９  [Q4-1=14-18 (= not working)] 

Which reason, or reasons, on this card, best describes why you don’t work? 

[Card６][ＭＡ] 

1. My financial position makes it unnecessary for me to work. 
2. I feel I have more freedom to do what I like if I do not work. 
3. I think it’s more natural for me to stay at home. 
4. Housekeeping does not give me enough time for a job. 
5. Taking care of children does not give me enough time for a job.  
6. I am not physically able to hold a regular job. 
7. I cannot find a job that really suits me. 
8. My spouse/partner or my children do not want me to work. 
9. I have to take care of my parents or sick family members.  
10. Currently I attend school. 
11. I am too old to work  
12. I am not good at work.   
13. I don’t like working. 
14. I don’t have the skills or qualifications that I would need. 
15. Other reasons（E x p l a i n                                               ） 
16. No particular reason 

17.  Don’t know 
 
 
Q10  [Q4-1=14-18（＝not working）]Do you have a plan to get a job?[ＳＡ]  

1. As soon as I can 
2. Some time in the future 
3. Not at all 
4. Don’t know 

 
 
Q11[to All] Which of the statements on this card comes closest to the way you feel about women 

engaging in occupations?[Card７][ＳＡ] 
 

1. Women should not pursue any occupations or professions. 
2. It would be better for women to engage in occupations only until they 

are married. 
3. It would be better for women to work only until they have babies. 
4. Women should keep their jobs even after they have children.  
5. Working women should quit when they have children and then 

return to work after the children are grown up. 
6 .   O t h e r ( E x p l a i n                                                 ) 
7.  Don’t know 

 
Q12[to All]Do you think more women should work in more industries?[Card８][ＳＡ] 

1. Completely agree 
2. Rather agree 
3. I can neither agree nor disagree 
4. Rather disagree 
5.  Completely disagree 
6.  Don’t know 

 

Q12—1 



 5 

Q12―1   [Q12=1,2]  Do you think that there should be more women in positions that involve 
policy decision making process? In which of the following positions do you think 
there should be more women involved? 

[Card９][MA] 
 

1. The head of local government. 
2. Member of the Diet, prefectural or city assembly   
3. Central or local government senior administrator 
4. Judge, public prosecutor, attorney 
5. University professor. 
6. Senior administrator of international agency such as the United Nations  
7. Manager of a private corporation 
8. Company owner or executive. 
9. Executive of a Labor Union 
10. Board member of an Agricultural Cooperative   
11. Other (Explain                                ） 
12. Don’t know  
 

 

Let me ask you about your family life 

 
Q13 [to All] Which one of these categories best describes your marital status at the present time?  

   [Card１０][SA] 
1. Married 
2. Living with someone as if married 
3. Divorced 
4. Widowed 
5.  Never married 
6.  Don’t know 

 

Q14 [Q13=1,2(=“Married” or “Living with someone as if married”）]Let me know the occupation 

of your spouse / partner. If she / he has more than 1 job, please focus on MAIN job. (If she / he is 

on maternity leave or on child-care leave right now, please also consider her / him as working.) 

[FA] 
 
 

Q14-1 [Q13=1,2(=“Married” or “Living with someone as if married”）]Which one category on this 

card best describes the occupation of your spouse / partner ?  [Card 11][SA] 
Self-employed Employed in 

enterprise owned by 
own family 

Employee Don’t work 

1. Agriculture, 
Forestry, 
Fisheries 

2. Commerce, 
Manufacture, 
Service 

3. Profession 
4. Other (        ) 

5. Agriculture, 
Forestry, 
Fisheries 

6. Commerce, 
Manufacture, 
Service 

7. Profession 
8. Other (        ) 

9. Executive or 
manager 

10. Technician 
11. Clerk 
12. Salesperson, 

Production 
worker, 
Transportation 
industry worker 

13. Other (        ) 

14. Househusband, 
Housewife 

15. Student 
16. Temporally 

unemployed 
17. Retired 
18. Other(       ) 
 

                             Q 1 4 -2                                            Q 1 5    

3,4,5,6 skips to 

Q17 
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 Q14-2 [Q14-1=1-13(=the spouse/partner is working)][SA] 

 Is the job of your spouse/partner a full-time or a part-time job? 

1. Full-time 

2. Part-time 
3. Other （E x p l a i n                                         ） 

4. Don’t  know 

Q15[Q13=1,2(=“Married” or “Living with someone as if married”）]  

 I am going to read you a list of household chores. For each one, please tell me who, on this card, 

is primarily responsible. First, how about CLEANING THE HOUSE? (THEN ASK ABOUT 

EACH ITEM B-D)[Card12][SA for each item]  
   H

u
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d 
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W
ife/partner 

C
h

ild(ren
) 

E
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O
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er 

D
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A Cleaning house → 1 2 3 4 5 6 

B Doing laundry  → 1 2 3 4 5 6 

C Cooking → 1 2 3 4 5 6 

D Washing dishes → 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Q16 [Q13=1,2(=“Married” or ”Living with someone as if married”)] 

Now I am going to read you a list of important decisions. For each, please tell me who  

on this card, makes the final decision in your household. First, how about the “handling 

of the household budget”?（THEN ASK ABOUT EACH ITEM B-F） 

[Card１3][SA for each item]  
   H

u
sban

d/ 
partn

er 

W
ife/partner 

cou
ple togeth

er 

E
ntire fam

ily 

O
th

er 

D
on

’t kn
ow

 

A Handling of the household 
budget 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

B Handling of the household 
savings and investments  

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

C Purchase of residence/land → 1 2 3 4 5 6 

D Husband’s changing careers or 
getting a new job 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

E Wife’s changing careers or 
getting a new job 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

F 
Overall, who in the household 
has the real power in making 
major decisions? 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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Q17 [to All] Please tell me which phrase comes closest to describing your feelings about each of 

the following statement.[card 14][SA for each item]  

 
   C
om

pletely agree 

R
ath

er agree 

R
ath

er disagree 

C
om

pletely disagree 

D
on

’t kn
ow

 

A As marriage is a personal liberty, people 
needn’t  be married.  

→ 1 2 3 4 5 

B The husband should be the breadwinner, and 
the wife should stay at home. 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 

C 
Women should have only family-oriented 
lives, devoted to bringing up the children and 
looking after their husbands/partners. 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 

D A married couple needn’t have a child. → 1 2 3 4 5 

E 
If and when one cannot find happiness and 
satisfaction with a mate, it is better to get a 
divorce. 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 

F Generally speaking, divorce brings greater 
hardship to women than to men. 

→ 1 2 3 4 5 

 

Lastly let me ask you about yourself 

Ｆ１ [to All]Let me know your gender[SA] 

  
１ Male ２ Female 

 

Ｆ２ [to All]  

   Here is a list of age groups. Which group are you in?[Card15][SA] 
1. 20～24 
2. 25～29 
3. 30～34 
4. 35～39 

5. 40～44 
6. 45～49 
7. 50～54 
8. 55～59 

 

Ｆ３ [to All]  

Which of the following on this card best describes your current household?  [Card 16][SA] 
1. Living alone 
2. 1 generation[Couple only] 
3. 2 generations [Parents/A parent and child(ren)] 
4. 3 generations [Parents/A parent and child(ren) and grandchild(ren)] 
5.  Other（E x p l a i n                                                ） 
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F４ [to All] 

   How many children do you have?(Including foster children etc.)[SA]  
1. 0 
2. 1 
3. 2 
4. 3 
5. 4 or more 

Ｆ４－１ [F4= 2,3,4,5 ( who has child(ren)] 

   What is the age of your youngest child?[RN]  
    

 

Ｆ５ [to All]  

   What is the last grade you completed in school? (GRADE COMPLETED) 

   [Card 17][SA] 
5-7 categories : depends on the conditions 
of each country 

 

Ｆ６ [to All]  

Here is a list of income categories. Which group best describes your OWN,PERSONAL INCOME 

before taxes in 2001,including wages or salary, pensions, interest or dividends and all other 

sources?[Card18][SA] 
10 categories : depends on the conditions 
of each country 

 

 

Skip to F5 

THAT IS ALL. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 


