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I  Facts and Figures

9. Disaster Prevention and Reconstruction

■ Expansion of Women’s Participation in Prefectural Disaster Management 
      Council and Committees  Members
In Japan, each prefecture has a Prefectural Disaster Management Council, which promotes the drawing up and 
implementation of a Local Disaster Management Plan for that region and which has jurisdiction over deliberations on 
important matters related to disaster management. The ratios of female committee members for these Prefectural 
Disaster Management Councils are on an upward trend, and increased rapidly after 2013, following the Great East 
Japan Earthquake on March 2011; women currently account for 13.2% as of April 2015. 
Furthermore, as of 2013 the number of Prefectural Disaster Management Councils with no female committee 
members was zero, which is maintained in 2015. 

Source：
Created from ”Implementation Status of Measures 
for Promoting the Formation of a Gender-equal 
Society or policy considerations for gender in local 
government,” by Cabinet Office
Note：Data as of April 1 every year as a general rule.

■ Number of cases of consultations about women’s concerns and violence related 
      to the Great East Japan Earthquake
The Cabinet Office established counseling service desks in Iwate Prefecture, Miyagi Prefecture, and Fukushima 
Prefecture and conducted projects for consultations about women’s worries and violence in areas affected by 
the Great East Japan Earthquake. In fiscal 2014, 2,144 consultations (multiple answers allowed) were made at 
the counseling service desks in the three prefectures. Broken down, the large number of consultations were for 
“psychological problems,” such as unease, depression, and PTSD at 43.2%, followed by “lifestyle,” such as purpose for 
life, loneliness, and isolation at 37.3%, and then “family problems,” such as relationships with parents, siblings, and 
children at 32.2%.

Source:　
Data from documents of the 
Cabinet Office
Note:　 
Number of cases is totals of 
telephone consultations and 
face-to-face consultations 
(excluding requests/complaints, 
pranks, and silent calls)

(Year)2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

(nunber of council)

0

5

10

15

20
(%)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

13.2
12.1

10.7

4.6
3.64.1

3.23.12.92.62.22.1 000

7

12

10

13

11

14

15

18
19

Number of Prefectural Disaster Management Councils with no female committee members
Rate of female menbers (right-sided scale)

(%)0 10 20 30 40 50

Psychological problems

Lifestyle

Family problems

Marital problems

Livelifood

Interpersonal relations

Physical

Work

Violence by spouse

Other 

Unclear

Violence other than violence 
by spouse

n=2,144

43.2%

37.3%

32.2%

22.8%

22.3%

21.1%

15.3%

9.7%

14.3%

1.7%

 2.9%

1.7%

43.2%

37.3%

32.2%

22.8%

22.3%

21.1%

15.3%

9.7%

14.3%

1.7%

 2.9%

1.7%

926cases

800cases

690cases

488cases

478cases

453cases

327cases

209cases

306cases

36cases

62cases

36cases

926cases

800cases

690cases

488cases

478cases

453cases

327cases

209cases

306cases

36cases

62cases

36cases


